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Jake Deal is Oscho’s great 
grandfather who built the home 
Eric & Sherilee now reside in. 
He was 45-50 years old when he 
built the house in 1900 and was 
missing his left arm which was 
cut off by the saw that now 
serves as the farm sign at the 
road. 



  

The Deal family barnyard in 1914. This picture was 
featured in the Salisbury Post and highlighted modern 
farm machinery.  Guy Deal is sitting on the horse in the 
left hand side of the picture.



  

This article appeared in 
the Progressive Farmer 
and discussed the 
economics of bottle 
raising calves. The Deal’s 
fed 100 dairy calves by 
bottle in 1977. 



  

The Deal family received an award in 1974 for 
having the highest yield per acre of corn in 
North Carolina.



  

Arial view of Circle D Farm: 1952



  

Field trips and tours 
of Circle D Farm are 
a long standing tradition.



  

Leroy Deal’s family home place. This home was across the road 
from  the current farm, but was torn down when the 
Goodnight’s built their new home. 



  

O.O Rufty was Oscho’s 
grandfather on his mothers side. 
He’s pictured here with his store. 
The store is still in business in 
Salisbury and is now called The 
Okee Dokee General Store.



  

Guy Deal and his son, 
Oscho on the back porch 
of the Deal home.



  Oscho & his dog, Brownie.



  

Oscho’s son, Eric, served as 
state FFA President, 1996-
1997. He was an active 
member in the FFA and 4-H 
all through his adolescent 
years.   



  

Deal Family Reunion: 1911



  

A reunion of another kind… Eric & 
Sherilee married on the porch of their 
home June 28, 2008.



  

Guy Deal and his Saw 
Community 
classmates.



  

Guy Deal featured in an 
article in the 
Independent Tribune. 
The article talked about 
his antique collection 
from the Deal farm.



  

Eric & Mandy Deal 
practicing with their 

Gelbvieh show heifers in 
preparation for the 

Rowan County Fair.



  

Hours of work go into preparing calves for the 
show ring. In this picture Mandy, Oscho & 

Martha’s daughter gets ready to teach them to 
lead behind the wagon. 



  

Eric & his show heifer, 
Cinnamon, as he works 
with her at the farm. 

Here’s Cinnamon 
all cleaned up and 

ready for the 
Rowan County Fair 

show ring!



  

Guy, Oscho & Fred 
Beaver prepare to 
cut down a walnut 
tree that was milled 
on the Deal farm.



  

The Deal family was awarded the 
Conservation Family of the year 
award for implementing soil and 
wildlife conservation practices.



  

The Deal family 
worked with the 
Pioneer Seed 
Company to test 
new varieties of 
corn. 



  

The Deal’s were one of the first farms to utilize 
crossbreeding on their farm. They bred a Charolais bull to 
their Hereford cows to try to get the best traits from each 
breed.  



  

Oscho grew up 
showing Hereford 
cattle.  This show steer 
was exhibited in 4-H 
and FFA finished steer 
shows.



  

Guy, Oscho & Eric 
take a break from 
farming to pose for a 
photo.



  

Oscho and his prize heifer, Missy. She was awarded the top 
award at the Rowan County Fair.



  

Oscho and one his Charolais show heifers.



  

Guy Deal with his Hereford cows. 



  

Oscho’s prize Duroc boar, FC109. He paid $1200 for 
him which was the highest priced purebred boar in 
the state of Virginia at that time. (1971) 



  

Chamber of 
Commerce group 
enjoying the farm. 



  

Eric’s first cow, “May,” he purchased with her “soon to be 
weaned” bull calf.



  

This picture appeared in the Salisbury Post.  A 
drought hit our area and then army worms came in 
and ate the green off much of the remaining corn.



  

The house in the 
background is Leroy 
Deal’s home, 
Oscho’s grandfather. 
The picture shows 
Oscho and his prize 
heifer, Missy with 
his father and 
members of the 
Rufty family. 



  

Guy Deal and his son Oscho as a load of hay was brought 
in from the fields. 



  

Pictures from the hog 
processing days. One 
winter the Deals 
processed just over 
185 hogs.  They cured 
hams, shoulders and 
sides and also sold 
fresh pork. 



  

Holly Deal, Oscho and Martha’s daughter, gets ready to 
enter the show ring with her market lamb.



  

Oscho holds a dairy heifer 
that he started as a bottle 
calf. 



  

Guy with one his Jersey cows. 



  

Guy Deal with one of 
his teams of mules. The 
young mules would 
follow along side their 
mom as they worked in 
the field. 



  

Oscho and his dairy heifer. You’ll have to ask him if he ever 
gathered the nerve to ride her! 



  

Time to make the hay! First it has to be raked into 
windrows which is what Oscho is starting to do here.



  

Oscho training some of his 
Hereford show heifers to lead.



  

Thank you for your business and 
support of our farm! We hope 

you’ll come back soon.


